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There being many who think that the 
prohibition to marry, was peculiar to the 
chatholic defection, a few rémarks relative to 
that subject, may therefore be necessary in 
this place. Dr. Whitby in hiS commentary, 
1 Tim. iv. 1, 1 Cor. vii. 1, has sufficiently 
demonstrated, that: it was a philosophical 
question much agitated in the days of Paul, 
whether it were good to marry? Bion, An- 
tisthenes, Menander, Appellonius,Porphyry, 
and the Pythagoreans, in general, held the 
negative. 

As the Pythagorean philosophy was very 
popular atCorinth and other parts of Greece, 
the apostle might, therefore, notice it with 
disapprobation. But from what he says, i 
Cor. vii. 8, 27, 29, 40, it is manifest, that 
Paul could not have considered the prohibi- 


tion to marry as any considerable part of the 


others the most remarkably peculiar in their 
restrictions concerning meats. Dr. Light- 
foot on Acts xv. 20, shows that when the se- 
cond temple was destroyed, the Pharisees 
who taught that it was unlawful to cat flesh 
or drink wine, said “ we should ordain a- 
mong ourse’ves not to marry.” ‘The Es- 
sens were disinclined to marry, and the 
Gnostics, who probably sprang from Me- 
nander, held that to eat flesh or marry was 
of the Devil. Hence we see there is no sut- 
ficient reason for the peculiar application of 
this prohibition to theRoman catholic church. 

Objection second. The coming of Church 
is said to take place in the last days, and 
that event is generally called the last day. 
The JewishRabbies admit asageneral rule, 
that wherever we meet the plirase, the last 
days, or the latter days, we should under- 
stand it, of the days or age of the Messiah. 
The Targums thus interpret the phrase, 
Gen. xlix. 1, Num. xxiv. 14, Isa. ii. 2, Jer. 
xxiii. 20, Dan. ii. 44, Hosea iii. 5. Peter 


applies the last days of Joel’s prophecy to 
the time of Christ. 


Acts ii. 17, 2 Pet. iii. 3, 


The other apostles use the same phraseolo- 
gy, to denote the same epoch. 2 Tim. iii. 1, 
2, 1 John ii. 18, Jude xvii. 18. Dr. Pocock 
jusily observes, that by the latter days most 
Jewish and Christian commentators und 
stood the days of the Messiah, who is 
in the Sept. Vers. Isa. ix. 6, Pater atone 
Meilontis, Father of the age to come. See 
Whitby on Heb. vi. 5, et alibi. Moreover, 
the Hebrews always use the plural number, 
to express honor, dignity, and emphasis :— 
therefore according to the idiom of the sacs 
red writers, last days, when used to denote 
the time of the Messiah, inean only last day 
in the singular. Hence John calls the same 
period of time, last day, last hour, John xi. 
24,1 John ii. 18. Consequently last day, 
in scriptural language, means the whole or 
any part of the christian cra. ‘This objec- 
tion therefore arises frum ignorance of the 
language of scripture, afd cannot militate a- 
gainst the time I have fixed for the coming 
of Christ. Consult Simpson’s Essays on 
the language of scripture. - 

Objection third. In Maf. xxiv. 30, and 
Rev. i. 17, it is said, all thg{ tribes of the 
earth shall mourn, yey they see the Son of 
Man coming in the €fouds of heaven. To 
this we reply : in Jewish and prophetic lan- 
guage, the earth is often limited to the land 
of Judea. Is. xi. 4, Mal. iv. 6, Ps. xvi. 3, 
xxv. 13, xxii. 29, 34, xxxvii. 3,9, 11. See 
Whitby’s appendix to Mat. xxiv, and Dr. 
Campbell’s Notes on Mat. ii. 6, and Luke 
ii. 1. Supposing John to have wrote the 
Revelation so late as 96, which is by no 
means probable, he might notwithstanding 
use the words of Christ, seeing the great des- 


‘| truction of the Jews by Adrian, was still 


future. But the evidence is in favor of that 
hypothesis which fixes the date of the Apoc- 
alypse to the reign of Claudius or Nero.— 
The style of this book is much fuller of He- 
braisms, than that of the Gospel, conse- 
quently written soon afier John left Judea, 
where he had been accustomed to speak 
Syriac. He calls the governors of the church- 
es angels, but Paul in his first epistle to Tim- 
othy about the year 63 calls them bishops, 
which title was ever after retained in the 
churches, consequently the Revelation was 





written before the epistle to Timothy. E- 
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piphanius affirms John prophesied in the 
reign of Claudius Cesar, and his opinion 
appears to be confirmed by allusions in the 
Revelations, to the temple and altar as then 
standing. ‘The title of the Syriac version of 
this book, which at least shows the opinion 
of the churches of Syria, is, “ The Revela- 
tion made to John the Evangelist, by God, 
in the isle of Patmos, where he was banish- 
ed by Nero the Cxsar.” Hence we have 


sufficient reason to conclude,that John wrote 


e Revelation before the destruction of Je- 
; and that the references to the day 
ment, coming of Christ, and passing 
away of the heavens, were allusions to the 
abolition of the Jewish dispensation. 

2. The manner of Christ’s coming. The 
text declares, he shall be revealed, a flame 
in fire—i. e. in great splendor, like a flame 
of fire. 

The word Phlogos, is in opposition with 
Kuriou, and words put in opposition mean 
the same person or thing. Hence the Lord 
Jesus is here called a flame by fire. But as the 
word is derived from Phlego, which signifies 
to shine, as well as to burn, the phrase may 


mean no more than that as the brightness of 


fire, or in fiery brightness, the Lord Jesus 
should be revealed from heaven. As Paul 
was a Jew, he adopted the language of their 
prophets Joel and Malachi, who had called 
the time of Christ’s coming to destroy the 


Jewish nation, the great and bright day of 


the Lord. Joel ii. 31, Mal. iv. 5. Isaiah 
predicted that the breath of his lips should 
slay the wicked, and Paul citing his words, 
declares, the Lord shall consume the wicked 
with the breath of his mouth. Isa. xi. 4, 2 
Thess. ii. 8. Malachi says, Behold the day 
cometh that shall burn as an oven, and all 
that do wickedly shall be stubble, and the 
day shall burn them. Mal. iv. 1. Allud- 
ing to the same event, the Psalmist says— 
A devouring fire shall go before Jehovah. 
Ps. 1. 3. John the Baptist foretold, that 
Christ would burn up the chaff with fire un- 
quenchable. Mat. iii. 12. And Paul warns 
the Corinthians, that the day should be re- 
vealed by fire, which should try every man’s 
work, 1 Cor. iii. 12. These passages of 
scripture seem to mark the severity of that 
condemnation which befel the ancient peo- 
ple of God, on account of their unbelief and 
apostacy. ; 
Notwithstanding the appearance of Christ 
as a fiery brightness was not designed to in- 
dicate a wrathful or avenging disposition,but 
merely the dignity and glory of his person 
and office. ‘This will readily be admitted 


‘vour his enemies ! 





of the Jewish scriptures. When Jehovah 
appeared on Sinai, the mountain burned 
with fire. Ex. xix. 18, Deut. iv. 11, and 
ix. 15. There he showed Israel] his sed 
fire—i. e. the glory of his majesty. Deut 
ix. 36. The Shechinah or glory of the Lord 
which abode between the cherubim in tie 
temple, was the appearance of a flame of 
fire. ‘Lhe person who appeared to Ezekiel 
in vision, was surrounded with brightness 
which was the glory of the Lord ; and the 
brightness was as the appearance of fire. 
Chap. i. 27, 28. The appearance also of 
the creatures which drew the triumphal car 
of Jehovah, was as a flash of lightning,and as 


5 


burning coals of fire, like the appearance of 
lamps 5 ard out of the fire went forth liglite 
ning; and the whole appearance of Jeho- 
vah’s train was as fire enfolding itself, anda 
brightness round aboutit. Ex.i. 4, 13,14, 
At the translation of Elijah, there appeared 
horses and chariots of fire. 2 Kings ii. 11. 
Elisha was surrounded with horses and 
chariots of fite, as an emblem of the divine 
presence and protection. 2 Kings vi. 17. 
‘The throne of the Ancient of Days was like 
a fiery flame, and the wheels like a flame of 
fire. Dan. vii. 9. The seven spirits before 
the throne appeared like Iamps burning 
with fire. Rev. iv. 5. Malachi propheci- 
ed that Christ should be as a refiner’s fre ; 
and our Lord foretold, that as lightning 
shineth from the east towards the west, so 
should the coming of the Son of Map ie. 
Mal. iii. 2, Mat. xxiv. 27, Luke xvii. 24. 
We may therefore safely conclude the a- 
postle haa these predictions full in view, 
when he wrote my text, and described the 
coming of Christ, as the appearance of fire. 
Indeed our Lord foretold he would come in 
the glory of his lather ; but the glory ofthe 
Father was always manifested to the Jews 
by a brightness or appearance of fire. Hence 
the fiery brightness denotes the majesty of 
Christ, and not his judgments ; much less 
can it denote a material fire designed to de- 
‘Tho’ the severe jucg- 
ments of the Deity be sometimes represent- 
ed in the scriptures, under the notion of fire, 
streams of fire, or a furnace of fire; yet this 
is not the design of the metaphor in my texts 
for the glory of Christ, and not his judg- 
ments, are Indicated by the flame. 
Innumerable passages of sacred writ show 
the fiery brightness attending the maniiesta- 
tion of Jehovah, or his messengers, to be an 
emblem of majesty, and not of vengeanc’. 
3. The signs of Christ’s coming. ‘fhe 
shaking of the heavens; the heavens pes 


by all who attentively consider the language jing away with a great noise ; the elenie:.t: 
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melting with fervent heat ; the earth and its 
works burned up; the sun darkened ; the 
moon not giving her light; and the stars fall- 
ing from heaven; great earthquakes ; fear- 
ful sights, and signs in the heavens ; fam- 
ines and pestilence; the sea and the waves 
thereof rcaring. Mat. xxiv. 29, Luke xxi. 
11, 25, 26, and 2 Pet. iii. 10. These are 
highly metaphorical expressions which fre- 
quently occur in the sacred scriptures. Of 
them the truly learned Jewish Rabbi Mai- 
monedes thus observes, “ these expressions 
are proverbial, importing the destruction or 
utter ruin of a people or nation.” Artemi- 
dorus says, “ the sun darkened or turned in- 
to blood,«and stars falling, imply, in pro- 

hetic language, the destruction of many 
people.” Whitby’s Com. vol. 1, gen. pref. 

Bishop Warburton, Julian,B. 1. C. 1, ob- 
serves, the kingdom of Christ succeeded the 
Jewish theocracy; and till the Jewish law 
was abolished in which the Father presided 
as king, the reign of the Son could not take 
place ; because the sovereignty of Christ o- 
ver men, was the sovereignty of the Father 
over the Jews, transferred and extended.— 
This being the most important era, in the e- 
conomy of grace, and the most awful revo- 
lution in all God’s religious dispensations, 
we see the elegance and propriety of the 
terms to denote so great an event, together 
with the destruction of Jerusalem, by which 
it was effected. For in the old prophetic 
language, the change or fall of principalities 
and powers, whether spiritual or civil,is sig- 
nified by the shaking of the heavens and 
the earth; darkening of the sun and moon, 
and the falling of the stars. ‘The rise and 
establishment of new kingdoms or empires, 
by processions in the clouds of heaven, by 
the sounding of trumpets, and the assem- 
bling together of hosts and nations.” 

This perfectly accounts for the gathering 
of the elect; the awakening of the dead ;— 
the meeting of the Lord in the air ; and the 
sounding of the trumpet ; all implying the 
establishment of christianity or the kingdom 
of Jesus on the ruins of the Jewish dispensa- 
tion. 

The same venerable writer, Div. Leg. vol. 
2, b. 4, says, “ This language was borrowed 
from the ancient hieroglyphics, in which the 
sun, moon, and stars, were used to represent 
states and empires, kings, queens, and no- 
bility: their eclipse or extinction, denoted 
temporary disasters, or their entire over- 
throw. In like manner, the holy prophets, 


called kings and empires by the names of 
the heavenly luminaries. Their misfortunes 
and overthrow were represented by eclipses 





and extinction ; stars falling from the firma- 
ment, are employed to denote the destruc- 
tion of the nobility. In one word, the pro- 
phetic style seems to be a kind of speaking 
hieroglyphic.” 

Maimonides assigns the following reason 
for such phraseology. “ As Isaiah,ch. xxx. 
26, speaking of such ashad been conquered, 
says, their sun and moon have lost their 
light ; so he says also of conquerors; their 
sun and moon increase their light. For ex- 


perience proves that the eyes of men, in’ 


great misery, grow dim, and do not sée the 
light in its full splendor ; the nerves being 
weakened, by want of spirits. On the other 
hand, when by joy the soul is enlarged, and 
the animal spirits are conveyed in abun- 
dance to the organs of vision, the sun and 
light appear greater than before.” 

Let us now look into our bibles and we 
shall see these opinions both confirmed and 
illustrated. Isaiah predicting the destruc- 
tion of Babylon ch. xiii. 10, says, “ The stars 


of heaven and the constellations thereof 


shall not give their light ; the sun shall be 
darkened in his going forth ; and the moon 
shall not cause her light to shine. Again, 
describing the destruction of Idumea, he 
says, ch. xxxiv.53; all the host of heaven, 
shall be dissolved ; and the heavens shall 
be rolled together as ascroll ; andall their 
host shall fall as the leaf falleth from the 
vine, and as the falling fig from the fig- 
tree.”? Ezekiel foretels the destruction of 
Egypt, in the following language, ch. xxxii. 
7, 8. * Twill cover the heaven and make 
the stars thereof dark; Iwill cover the 
sun with a cloud, and the moon shull not 
give her light. All the bright lights of 
heaven will I make dark over thee, and set 
darkness upon thy land saith the Lord 
God.” Joel describing the destruction of Je- 
rusalem,adopts similar terms,ch. ii. 10,30,31. 
The earth shall quake before them, (i. e. 
the Romans ;) the heavens shall tremble, 
the sun and the moon shall be darkened, 
and the stars withdraw their shining. I will 
show wonders in the heavens, and on the 
earth blood and fire, and pillars of smoke. 
The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood before the great and 
terrible day of the Lord come.” Now as 
Peter applies part of Joel’s prophecy to the 
events of the day of Pentecost, and Joel de- 
clares that in those same days and that time 
the other signs should be manifested, we 
have no reason to protract the remaining 
part of the prophecy longer than the des- 
truction of Jerusalem, which followed soon 
afterwards, 
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In allusion to the above prophecies, espe- 
cially that of Joel, our Lord predicted fear- 
ful signs, and shakings of the earth and hea- 
vens. But as several of the signs, foretold 
by our Lord, were designed to warn the dis- 
ciples, many of them literally happened.— 
So Josephus, L. 4, ch. 17, informs us of a 
dreadtul tempest, frequent lightnings, terri- 
ble thunderings; roarings of the sea, and 
quakings of the earth. That armies were 
seen in the clouds, in battle array, and com- 
passing the city; and that a comet pointed 
its fiery tail down upon the city, for a whole 
year, portending its ruin. L. 7, ch. 31.— 
Tacitus, the Roman historian, says, the tem- 
ple seemed to be in flames, by fire issuing 
trom the clouds. L.5, p.621. 

Though some of the signs of our Lord’s 
coming were literally fulfilled, because with- 
out a figure they were described in the pre- 
diction; yet the description in general is 
highly symbolical. That the stars falling 
from heatven,emblematically represented the 
overthrow of the Jewish rulers and teachers, 
evidently appears from the following passa- 
ges of scripture. Daniel says, the little 
horn waxed great, even to the host of heav- 
en, and cast down some of the host, and of 
the stars to the ground, and stamped upon 
them. Ch. 8, 10. Isaiah describes the 
king of Babylon as saying, I will ascend in- 
to heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 
stars of God. Ch.14,13. The tail of the 


great red dragon drew the third part of the 
stars of heaven, and cast them to the earth. 


Rev. xii. 4. Ineed not multiply citations to 
prove that stars were symbols of religious 
teachers. The single reference to Rev. i. 
20, is abundantly sufficient. Dr. Lightfoot 
and Dr. Hammond, having referred the 
language of Peter, concerning the coming of 
Christ, in the third chapter of his second e- 
pistle, to the destruction of Jerusalem ; and 
Mr. Le Clerc having exposed the fanciful 
application of this chapter and some other 
parts of scripture to an imaginary future 
general judgment yet to come; Dr. Whitby 
seemed somewhat offended, yet promised to 
be more friendly with his learned oppo- 
nents, in his commentary on the gospels.— 
He admits the application of Peters’s pre- 
dictions to the destruction of Anti-Christ. 
Rev. 17th chapter. After which, in his o- 
pinion, follow the new heavens and new 
earth. But had the Dr. sufficiently consid- 
ered the subject,and maintained consistency 
in his own theories, he would have been for- 
ced to admit that the new heaven and new 
earth denoted that new order of things which 
succeeded the abolition of the Jewish heav- 





ens and earth,or ecclesiastical civil politics 
Then all the elements of that dispensati ie 
melted with fervent heat, and the At " 
or Mosaic dispensation, passed away cde 

: | a a 
great noise. ‘This great event was undoubt. 
edly the object of Haggai’s prophecy, ch.2 
7, cited by Paul, Heb. xii. 26, where and 
on 2 Thess. ii. 1, Whitby entirely concedes 
ihe disputed ground to his opponents by res 
marking tha t“this shaking ofthe heavens and 
carih cannot mean the subversion of material 
werld, but is a metaphor, usually adopted 
by the propbets to denote the entire over. 
throw of a state or kingdom.” No mancan 
be surprised by the third chapter of Peter’s 
second epistle,who reads the following scrip 
tures. Isa. xiii. 13. I will shake the heay- 
ens, and the earth will remove out of her 
place, in the day of his fierce anger. Ps, 
Ixxvii. 18. The voice of thy thunder was 
in the heavens, the lightnings lightened the 
world, the earth trembled and shook. Isa, 
xxiv. 19, 20. The earth is utterly broken 
down, the earth is clean dissolved and mov- 
ed like a cottage. Jer. iv. 23,24. I be 
held the earth and lo! it was without form 
and void; the heavens and they had no 
light. Now the context most manifestly 
shows that this language was descriptive of 
the destruction of nations; and if ever such 
language apply to the subversion of any peo- 
ple, certainly tothe Jewish. About 2,000, 
000 perished in the city of Jerusalem, by 
Titus, and in the eighteenth year of Trajan, 
the Jews having made sedition in Lybia,E- 
gypt, and Mesopotamia, that war, says Eu- 
sebius, Hist. Eccl. L. 1, c. 12, extinguished 
pollas muriadas Joudaion, many myriads 
ofthe Jews. From the 16th to the 18th of 
Adrian, they again rebelled, and then were 
almost utterly exterminated, and prohibited 
ever to returnto Judea. On attempting to 
recover their favored country, he ordered 
their ears to be cut off, their bodies to be 
marked as rebels, and dispersed them as 
slaves through all the provinces of the em- 
pire. According to the best authorities 
more perished in the war against Adrian, 
than in the destruction of Jerusalem by Ti- 
tus. Thus was awfully accomplished, the 
prediction of our Lord, Wherever the car- 
cass, the Jewish people, is, there will the ea- 
gles, the Roman army, be gathered togeth- 
er. Luke xvii. 37. 

Another sign of the coming of the Son of 
Man was, great earthquakes in divers plac- 
es. Luke xxi. 11. Of these significant 
emblems of political commotions, there oc- 
curred several within the scene of this pro- 
phecy, and according to the prediction in di- 
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vers places. In the reign of Claudius there 
was one at Rome, aid another in Apamea, 
in Syria, both recorded by Tacitus,and Phi- 
lostratus in his life of Appollonius,mentions 
one in Crete, others at Smyrna, Miletus, 
Chios, and Samos ; in all of which places, 
Jews had settled. During the reign of Ne- 
ro, there was one in Campania, and anoth- 
er at Laodicea, both noticed by Tacitus ;— 
the latter is also mentioned by Eusebius and 
Orosius, who add that Hierapolis and Co- 
losse, as well as Laodicea, were overthrown 
by an earthquake. There was also anoth- 
er in the reign of Galba, recorded by Sueto- 
nius. Josephus also informs us, that “ in 
the awful night when the Idumeans were ex- 
cluded from Jerusalem, a heavy storm burst 
on them, violent winds, incessant torrents of 
rain, constant lightnings, and most tremen- 
dous thunderings, and roarings of earth- 
quakes, as if the system of the world had 
been confounded to effect the destruction of 
mankind; so that one might have easily 
conjectured that these were signs of no com- 
mon events.” 

Another sign was, that the Gospel should 
be preached to all the world,and then should 
the end come. Mat. xxiv.14. Ofthe ful- 
fillment of this prediction, thé epistles of 
Paul, addressed to the christians of Rome, 
Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, Colosse, and 
Thessalonica ; and those of Peter to those 
in Pontus, Cappadocia, and Bithynia, are 
standing monuments. Patil tells the Ro- 
mans, their faith was spoken of throughout 
the world; and the Colossians, that the 
gospel had been preached to every creature 
under heaven. The Acts of the Apostles, 
written seven years before the destruction of 
Jerusalem, attests the fact, that the gospel 
had been preached to all the then known 
world. Bishop Newton observes, that the 
history of the church shows, that before 
the destruction of Jerusalem, the gos- 
pel had been propagated northward, to 
Scythia, southward to Ethiopia, eastward 
to India, and westward to Spain and Brit- 
ain. Moreover, both Eusebius and Theo- 
doret attest, that the apostles preached the 
gospel in the Britannic isles. Doddridge, 
in his note on the passage, says, it appears 
from the most credible records that the gos- 
pel was preached in Mesopotamia, Idumea, 
and Syria, by Jude; in Egypt, Mauritania, 
and other parts of Africa, by Mark, Simon, 
and Jude: in Ethiopia, by Matthias and 
Candace’s Eunoch ; in Pontus, Galatia, and 
other parts of Asia, by Peter ; in the territo- 
ries of the seven Asiatic churches, by John ; 
in Parthia, by Matthew : in Scythia, by 








Phillip and Andrew; in the northern and 
western parts of Asia, by Bartholomew ; in 
Persia, by Simon and Jude ; in Media, Car- 
mania, and other parts of the east, by Tho- 
mas ; from Jerusalem, round the vast tract, 
to Illyricum, by Paul ; in Spain, Gaul, and 
Britain, in all probability, by the apostles ; 
and in all which places churches had been 
planted within thirty years after the death 


of Christ, and ten before the destruction of 


Jerusalem. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


Sin—In my letter to you of the third in- 
stant, which appeared in your Advocate of 
the 5th, I promised to pay some attention 
in my next letter to your remarks in the 
Advocate of the 28th ult. relating to the 
doctrine of election, &c. And had not my 
usual and necessary avocations prevented, 
I should have fulfilled my promise before 
this ; but shall now in as concise a manner 
as possible adduce some of the proofs, 
which the Calvinists have to support them 
in believing that the doctrine of election and 
reprobation is true. And here permit me 
to inform you, that it is with no small de- 
gree of reluctance I enter upon controver- 
sial subjects in divinity, and those are 
greatly increased when points of doctrine 
which have so long been fully established 
are denied. But as we have a revelation 
from God, it ought ever to be regarded as 
our ultimatum or final resolution of all reli- 
gious inquiries. Our philosophical specu- 
lations and laborious researches have but 
little or nothing to do in settling the impor- 
tant principles ofthe moral plan of Jehovah; 
but to the word of God we ought to go in 
order to ascertain what he has been gra- 
ciously pleased to reveal. to us, and what 
he requires of us to believe. And I will 
venture to say, that the doctrine of election 
ib as clearly taught in the holy scriptures as 
rewards & punishments are,which you so fre- 
quently mention in your Advocate, (mean- 
ing as I suppose, temporal punishment or 
suffering some little inconvenience in this 
life.) You say, “ The conjectures of man 
respecting the birth-right and blessing, have 
been various and very dissimilar. Our cal- 
vinistic brethren suppose that the doctrine of 
election to endless life, & reprobation to end- 
less misery, is supported hereby : that Jacob 
is an instance of election to endless life ; and 
Esau an instance ofreprobation to endless wo. 
They suppose, likewise, that as this election, 
in the one case, and reprebation in the other, 
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was before either Jacob or Esau were born or 
had done any good or evil, that the purpos- 
es of God according to election might stand.” 
Your suppositions, Sit, may be one thing, 
and the belief of calvinists another. Cal- 
vinists believe what is revealed in the word 
of God which they receive, and which all 
others ought to receive as the rule of faith 
and practice, and endeavor by God’s assis- 
tance to comply with its requirements.— 
Consistent calvinists believe, Sir, “ that the 
purpose of God, in the creation of man, was 
to make a being capable of a government 
strictly moral; a government managed by 
moral motives and suasions; or, in other 
words, to make him an intelligent, free and 
accountable agent, capable of originating 
his own volitions ; to place him under such 
means of probation as were most wise and 
proper for his trial; and finally to judge 
him according as his works shall be”—* ac- 
cording to the deeds done in the body.” — 
The means of our probation are varied as 
infinité wisdom sees best, but none is made 
accountable for talents which he does not 
receive, nor is there any respect of persons 
with God; “but out of every nation, he 
who feareth him and worketh righteousness, 
is accepted of him.” Notwithstanding we 
believe in the decrees, purposes and designs 
of God, who cannot change, we also be- 
lieve that no violence is offered to the will 
of the creatures which he has made.— 
Here, Sir, you will see that we shun a very 
great error that too many universalists have 
run into, i. e. strict fatality, who believe 
(with Pope) “ whatever is, is right.” ‘That 
each individual does through life answer 
the particular end of his creation ; that all 
the thoughts, words and actions of men are 
under the special control of Jehovah, and 
necessitated by his sovereign will. If this 
be correct, then every wicked and vicious 
act must be justified by an antecedent neces- 
sity. But, Sir, let any person seriously ap- 
peal to what passes every day within his 
own breast and to the operations of his own 
mind, he will not for one moment hesitate 
to consider and to acknowledge himself to 
be morally free. This will appear to be 
the case in the whole progress of action, in 
deliberating, comparing, choosing and final- 
ly acting agreeably tohis choice. Yes, the 
operations of the mind subsequent to our 
actions evince the same truth. If this be 


correct, of wl.ich I have no doubt, (and 
which I most sincerely hope you will not 
be disposed to deny) then the just conclu- 
sion of reason is that we are morally free, | part of the Bible. 
and that the belief that we are mere ma- | requested to take his bible and turn to a 





chines operated upon by our creator, jg 
false... I will now attend more particular] 
to the subject under consideration. . 
St. Paul, in the 9th chapter of his epistle 
to the Romans, after deploring the obstina- 
cy and blindness of his kinsmen accordin 
to the flesh, says, “ Not as though the Weide 
of God had taken none effect. For the 
are not all Israel, which are of Israel ; “a. 
ther, because they are of the seed of Abra- 
ham, are they all children: but in Isaac 
shall thy seed be called. That is, they 
which are of the children of the flesh, these 
are not the children of God; but the chil- 
dren of promise,are counted forthe seed,— 
For this is the word of promise, At this 
time will I come, and Sarah shall have a 
son. And not only this; but when Rebec. 
ca also had conceived by one, even by our 
father Isaac, (For the children being not 
yet born, neither having done any good or 
evil, that the purpose of God, according to 
election might stand, not of works, but of 
him that calleth;) It was said unto her, 
the elder shall serve the younger. As itis 
written, Jacob have I loved but Esau have 
I hated.” And now, Sir, for your further 
consideration as well as admonition, I will 
again call your attention to the 19th and 
20th verses of the same chapter. ‘Thou will 
say then unto me, Why doth he yet find 
fault? for who hath resisted his will? Nay 
but O man, who art thou that repliest a- 
gainst God ? Shall the thing formed say to 
him that formed it, Why hast thou made 
me thus? Universalists contend, that the 
11th chapter of Romans clearly proves the 
final salvation of all men; the 26th verse 
is very frequently pressed into their service, 
it reads as follows. And so all Israel shall 
be saved: as it is written, There shall come 
out of Sion the deliverer, and shall turn a- 
way ungodliness from Jacob, (not from E- 
sau.) Does all Israel in this verse mean 
every son and daughter of Adam. Be cau- 
tious kind reader, and remember what the 
word of God says, “ They are not all Isra- 
el, which are of Israel, neither because they 
are the seed of Abraham, are they all 
children.” Again, “they which are the 
children of the flesh, these are not the chil- 
dren of God; but the children of the prom- 
ise are counted for the seed.” The reader 
will excuse the above repetition, as 1 am 
anxious that he should see that the doctrine 
of election and reprobation is as clear ly 
taught and as ably supported by St. Paul in 
this epistle, as is to be found in any other 
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read with prayerful attention the 9th, 10th 
and 11th capters of the same epistles; and 
I am confident that he will be constrained 
tv acknowledge, that the apostle was labor- 
ing to establish the doctrine of election, and 
to show that the Lord hath made ail things 
for himself; yea the wicked, (such as refu- 
sed to comply with gospel requirements) for 
the day of evil. Nevertheless, the founda- 
tion of God standeth sure, having the seal, 
The Lord knoweth them that are his, 2 
Tim. ii. 19; i. e, Those that comply with 
the terms proposed to them in the gospel of 
the blessed God. Through all the dark a- 
ges of the world there has been more or less 
humble and faithful worshippers of the true 
and living God, even when one of God’s 
holy prophets (after lamenting the depravi- 
ty and wickedness of the Jewish nation) 
“ made intercession to God against Israel,” 
the answer of God to him was, “ I have re- 
served to myself seven thousand men, who 
have not bowed the knee to the image of 
Baal, even so then, at this present time al- 
so, there is a remnant according to the e- 
lection of grace.” Sir, I will refer you and 
your readers to Eph. i. 4,9, 11. Rom. viti. 
30.2 Tim. i. 9 and ii. 20. Jude iv. Luke x. 
20. The doctrine of election is most clear- 
ly taught in the word of God, and its foun- 
dation is so firmly established that the gates 
of hell can never prevail against it. 

In your remarks you say, “ it is truly to 
be regretted, that there have been and still 
are so many advoéates for a partial deity,” 
&c. The few remarks which I intend to 
make on this paragraph, will be the subject 
of my next letter. Iam, &c. 

ONE OF YOUR READERS. 

Dec. 24th, 1823. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 


To the Rev. M. P. Squier, of Buffalo. 


Sir: In my last, to you, I stated that I 
should wait two weeks for your answer to 





my former questions, before I again ad-; 


dressed you upon the subject of your ser-' 
mon preached on the 12th of October.—' 
This resolution of mine you have prevented 
my executing by a short communication, in 
the last number of the Gospel Advocate, | 
addressed to the editor of that paper, in - 
which some notice is taken of me. ‘This it | 
seems proper that I should answer, and it is | 
the scle cause of my breaking silence so 
soon—my resolution baving been always to 
allow you one paper, in which to answer 
my inquiries, between every two in which | 
those questions were repeated, 





Although you use the signature “ 4 Sub- 
scriber,” no one can for a moment suppose 
that you mean, by it, to induce a belief a- 
mong your readers that you were not the 
writer of the piece. My appeals have all 
been made to you directly; and none of 
your followers, f am pursuaded, would pre- 
sume to meddle with a subject that belongs 
to no one but yourself. Presuming, there- 
fore, that you are not only the author of “ 4 
Subscriber,” but also that you wish and in- 
tend to be so considered, although you have 
withholden from it your name, (for which 
am bound to believe you have some good 
and sufficient reason) I shall now proceed 
to reply to that communication, addressing 
myself to you; personally. 

In your first paragraph you say that a 
man acts wisely when he refuses to engage 
in religious controversies, all which has, so’ 
far as [ can see, nothing to do with the case 
in hand. I have never asked you, Mr. 
Squier, to engage in religious controversv. 
I have only asked you to assist me with 
your advice, which; for two months, you 
have silently refused to do! 

In your second paragraph you say that 
the history of religion proves, “that every 
sect has been useful to community in pro- 
portion as its teachers have pursued the 
humble walks of their profession, without 
arrogating ‘to themselves the right of an 
officious intermeddling with the faith and 
opinions of others?* “This period, those 
who have attended on your preaching in 
Buffalo, will suppose to be aimed directly at 
yourself; since they well remember severat 
attacks which you have made, from your 
desk, upon the “ faith and opinions of” Uni- 
versalists, to say nothing of your newspa- 
per Controversy upon the same subject, two 
or three years since. Pray, Sir, was it a 
mark of wisdom, then, to engage in a “ re- 
ligious controversy,” any more than it now 
is P 

The third paragraph of your communi- 
cation accords, exactly, in theory; with my 
practice. You say, “the supreme object 
of every man ought to be, the purity of his 
own faith and the approbation of his own 
conscience,” &c. This accords with my 
practice in asking advice of you—the ques- 
tions I have put, and which you still refuse 
directly to reply to, would furnish, through 
their answers, positive evidence that either 
you or I do not understand the parable as 
it should be understood. Why do you not 
practise, Mr. Squier upon your own theory? 

In your fourth paragraph you are again, 


33 in your first, upon the subject of * cor 
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troversial writings,” with which I have 
never requested you to meddle. Whether 
such writings are or are not serviceable, is 
foreign to the subject upon which I have so 
often addressed you. I cannot omit, how- 
ever, to observe, notwithstanding you seem 
to differ in opinion from me, that such writ- 
ings, I should suppose, would be just as 
serviceable in a “ public journal”—I quote 
your words—as any where else. You 
seem to have altered your opinion, upon this 
subject, since your newspaper Controversy, 
to which I have alluded above. 

L.now come to your fifth and last para- 
graph, and a very curious one I find it to 
be. You say, “ I would therefore respect- 
fully inform Mr. ‘ H.’ that if he really hun- 


gers and thirsts after righteousness, the faith- | fan : 

shield ;” yet my unshaken faith is not posi- 
' tive proofthat Iam right, for I suppose 
' your faith is as unshaken as mine—yet who 


ful reader [that is, if J really hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, but not without, it 
seems,] will draw from the scriptures them- 
selves. more purer fountains,than from those 
whose business itis to teach them.” Now, 
I would fain learn, Mr. Squier, how, or in 
what manner a fountain can be drawn. Is 





pray, Sir, of what service are you to people 
jwho pay you several hundred dollars per 
‘year for teaching, if, when you are asked to 
jexplain one of your sermons, you refuse 

‘and refer the inquirer to his Bible for - 
‘swers to his queries ? But your advice came 
rather too late, in this case, as you will see 
iby reading my several addresses to you, 
wherein I have told you that I have search- 
ed the Bible for such doctrines as you 
‘taught on the 12th of October last, and can- 
‘not find them in it. I cannot find, in my 
‘Bible, that the Devil made more human be- 
ings than the Creator of the universe! | 
have read my Bible, Mr. Squier, until I have 
become a Universalist ; and, to use your 


eo 


own words, I am “armed with unshaken 


faith, and with the holy scriptures for my 


will say we think alike, cr that both think 


, right ? 


Having now followed you throuch all 
your communicatidn, not one word of which 





the ting practicable ? To draw a fountain, is applicable to the subject of my inquiries, 
I should think impossible. If you here I must be permitted, before I close, to refer 
shift your position and say your meaning is | you back, once more, to my questions cone 
the scriptures. themselves are more pure, tained in the “ Gospel Advocate” of Oct. 
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fountains, from which to draw, &c. you 
pass a more severe censure upon yourself, 
and all other public preachers, than I shall 
pursue or even feel inclined to venture up- 
en. This goes to the condemnation of all 
public preaching, as highly pernicious, and 
therefore to be carefully avoided by every 
person. Say not I am perverting your lan- 
guage, for if your words have any meaning 
this is it. Let us look at it for a moment, 
a man will get instruction more pure by 
reading his Bible than by hearing it ex- 
plained and expounded by those whose bu- 
siness itis todo so. ‘This is your position, 
unless you mean to stick to your scheme of 
drawing a fountain, which means nothing, 
and its leads me to ask the following ques- 
tions. If I can get more pure instruction, 
at all times, by reading my bible, than by 
hearing you preach, am [ not doing very 
wrong to hear you? Besides, why do you 
teach, ifby it you are doing an injury to 
those who hear you? Again, why is it your 
duty, as you say it is, to teach, when it is 
the duty of every person to avoid hearing 
you? What a medley! But you have so 
confounded common sense here, that I can 
make nothing of what you say, more than 
confusion, so I leave it and pass on. You 
proceed—* To the Bible, therefore, let him, 
{“ H.”] be referred for instruction.” And 


17th, which was left at your house. Those 
| questions are still unanswered, and although 


I have recently several times examined the 
Parable to which they refer, 1 cannot see 
| how it can be made to mean what VOU SUp- 
pose it to, according to your sermon of the 
12th of Oct. last. 
I am, Sir, yours, H. 
Buffalo, Dec, 26, 1823. 





MARRIED, 

In Pembroke, on the 16th inst. by Elder 
Wm. Throop, Mr. Tuomas Gross, of Cla- 
rence, Editor of the Gospel Advocate, to 
the widow Puezz Dow, of the former place. 


TO PATRONS. 

At the close of this volume, we shall send 
an extra number of this paper to all sub- 
scribers, who may not have renewed their 
subscription, by engaging the 2d volume— 
and all those who do not wish to continue it, 
will please enclose back the paper to us. 

Buffalo, Nov. 28, 1823. 


———— 
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